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Gentle Serenades 

 With these four Gentle Serenades, I wanted to create music that was heartfelt, relaxing, 
intimate, and highly accessible to both players and listeners. This is the first time I have included 
tablature in a guitar composition, and I hope it will open up the music to players who may not  
yet have a formal training in reading standard notation of classical guitar music.  
 All four of the Serenades should be played slowly, calmly, and with a richly sustained 
resonance. I left the compositions in a very basic and bare state, but I think it would be fine for 
performers to add their own embellishments to the music if they feel the desire to (either 
improvised, or prepared in advance). The designated use of a capo is highly recommended, 
though ultimately not essential. 
 I anticipate that some people may find these pieces to be inconceivably boring or 
simplistic, but if we approach them with the right mindset, then I think there is much to 
appreciate about them (even for experienced or professional players). To me, it feels like a 
deeply meditative and peaceful experience to play these pieces. They can perhaps serve as an 
easy warm up exercise, or as a way to unwind and release stress. Ultimately I hope that these 
pieces will help lead us to have a rewarding sensation of serenity, while also opening up our 
artistic imaginations and creative capacities for self-expression.  
  

Michael Bemmels 
September 2023
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